Don Stambaugh was born in his family home in
Bingham, MI, on January 21st, 1938 to Adelbert and
Murneta (Cranston) Stambaugh. He was the 2nd of
five children born on the family farm in Michigan.
Don graduated from high school in 1956. He
attended college in Lansing, MI for two years where
he acquired his engineering degree. During his 1st
year of college he started dating his future wife,
Deanna Wills.
Don and Deanna were married on May 10th, 1960.
They lived in a log cabin and worked their farm in
Ubly, MI. During that time they had four boys-Bruce,
Orin, Bert, and Jeff. Don suddenly had a heart attack
at the age of 28 years old. They sold the farm shortly
after.
Over the years Don and his family lived in several
states as he followed the oil field. Don was first
diagnosed with cancer in 1976. He beat his cancer
and went into remission. They lived in Sidney, MT in
the early 1980’s during the oil boom there. In the
mid 1980’s he started D And D Welding with his best
friend Bob McGinnis.
When Don and Deanna returned to MI in the early
1990’s he opened D.O. Construction with his son
Orin. Don built their log cabin home in MI at that
time. He continued in the concrete business until
2004.

In 2005 Don moved back to Sidney, MT to work in
the oil field. Deanna followed that year after Don
was diagnosed with cancer again. And, again, he
beat that cancer into remission. Don also built a
log cabin home in Sidney with the help of his
family between 2006-2009.
After he retired from the oil field in 2010 he
returned to MI for a year to log some of his timber.
He began working for Border Steel & Recycling in
2011 in Sidney, where he worked until he passed
away.
Don was diagnosed with cancer again in 2016.
Over the last four years he fought his cancer with
stubborn intensity.
Throughout his life Don was active in many
organizations. He would give the shirt off his back
to help anyone. He loved his family and considered
many friends his family as well. If you knew Don,
you knew he loved to talk and would tell you story
after story of his life. He lived a very full and active
life, never letting anything slow him down for long.
He will be missed by so many people in both MI
and MT, as well as across the country.
Don passed away in the early morning, Tuesday
September 8, 2020 at Sidney Health Center.
Don is survived by; his wife, Deanna; his sons,
Bruce, Orin (Tammy), Bert (Denise), and Jeff
(Marcia) Stambaugh; his seven grandchildren; and
his brothers, Gary (Sharon), and Gene (Judy)
Stambaugh.
Don is preceded in death by; his parents, his
brother Bryce Stambaugh, his sister Grace (Lowe)
Peter, and his godson Patrick McGee.
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THE WINDING ROAD
There is a road that leads up hill,
Past streams and flowers fair,
Above the valley of yesterday,
And past the bridge of care.
It is a long and winding road,
Where sun and shadows blend,
Where never a footstep falters,
And every grief must end.
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There is a road that leads up hill,
A million miles from pain,
Where heartache is a stranger
One never meets again.
Where golden dawn replaces night,
To mark the journey’s end,
Where Jesus waits beside the gates,
… To bid us enter in.
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Final Resting Place

Sidney Cemetery-Sidney, Montana
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