
In Memory Of
Karolyn Joan Harper

July 20, 1949
April 27, 2017

“I Have a Place in Heaven”

Please don’t sing sad songs for me,
Forget your grief and fears,
For I am in a perfect place,
Away from pain and tears…
I’m far away from hunger

And hurt and want and pride.
I have a place in Heaven 

With the Master at my side.
My life on earth was very good,

As earthly lives can go,
But Paradise is so much more

Than anyone can know…
My heart is filled with happiness

And sweet rejoicing, too.
To walk with God is perfect peace, 

A joy forever new.
 M. Kesler



Karolyn Joan Harper
Born

July 20, 1949
 Billings, Montana

Died
April 27, 2017

 Sidney, Montana
Memorial Services

10:00 AM
Saturday, May 6, 2017

Lonsdale United Methodist Church
Sidney,  Montana

Officiating
Pastor Alton Hillesland

Music
Mary Pfau    Doris Norby
Honorary Casketbeares

All of Karolyn’s many friends and family
Ushers

Bryan Grummett        Brett Lapham
Inurnment

Will be held at a later date

Lunch will be served in the church
basement following services

You may share your remembrances, 
condolences,  and pictures with the family
at the Fulkerson-Stevenson Funeral Home

Website: www.fulkersons.com

Karolyn was born on July 20, 1949 in 
Billings, MT to parents Franklin and Blanche 
“Terrie” (Mills) Merrill.  The family moved to 
Lovell, WY before relocaƟng to Sidney, MT in 
1953. Karolyn grew up and aƩended schools 
in Sidney, graduaƟng from Sidney High School 
in 1967. Karolyn was united in marriage to 
William C. “Bill” Harper on January 13, 1968, 
in Sidney, MT.  They had two daughters, 
Melissa Jo and Erin Lynn.  

Karolyn’s Įrst job was working as a 
custodian for the Brorson School in the 
mid-1970’s.  In 1979, she opened a giŌ shop 
in the basement of their N. Central home 
called Homespun ReŇecƟons, shortly aŌer, 
moving the business to its permanent 
locaƟon in the octagon-shaped building next 
to Sidney Oil Co.  There, she sold many of her 
hand-made giŌs throughout the 1980’s with 
her daughters oŌen helping work the sales 
desk aŌer school.  Karolyn closed Homespun 
ReŇecƟons in 1993 with countless fond 
memories of the many people that came to 
her shop.

Karolyn was iniƟally a member of the Pella 
Lutheran Church, enjoying many years and 
signiĮcant family events with that 
congregaƟon.  She eventually joined the 
Lonsdale United Methodist Church to be with 
her mother-in-law Vergie Harper.  Karolyn 
became an acƟve member, developing many 
lasƟng and loved friendships  that   conƟnued 

unƟl her passing.  She was especially happy 
that both of her daughters were married in 
Sidney at Lonsdale United Methodist Church.

Karolyn was a member of the Red Hat 
Society and was a volunteer at the Sidney 
Health Center Caring Corner, as well as at the 
Mon-Dak Heritage Center. Karolyn enjoyed 
quilƟng and spending Ɵme in her garden.  
She had a deep love of her family and dearly 
loved family gatherings where she could visit 
and hear the stories of everyone’s lives.  
Whenever she could aƩend, Karolyn always 
enjoyed watching the acƟviƟes of the 
children in the family. 

Karolyn died on Thursday morning, April 
27, 2017, at the Sidney Health Center in 
Sidney, MT.

Surviving her are: her husband, William 
“Bill” Harper, Sidney, MT; her daughters, 
Melissa Jo (BreƩ) Lapham and Erin Lynn 
(Bryan) GrummeƩ, both of Billings, MT; 
brother, Steve (Donna) Merrill, Glendive, MT; 
sisters, Nancy (Bill) Forrester, Sacramento, CA 
and Sue (Tom) Gardner, Reno, NV; brother 
and sister-in-law, Joe (Anita) Harper, Cody, 
WY and Jann Harper (Ed) Leppien, Spokane, 
WA; numerous nieces, nephews, and their 
children.

Karolyn was preceded in death by: her 
parents, Franklin and Blanche Merrill; her 
mother and father-in-law, Vergie and ElRay 
Harper; her brother-in-law, Ron Harper.


